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NEW BREMEN HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

A major portion of this issue is being devoted to early
N.B.H.S. football. Even though you may not be interested in
sports (I'm not, either), | hope you will enjoy reading about
and seeing pictures of the early teams. This is the first time
an effort has been made to document New Bremen athletics,
except for the publication "65 Years of Cardinal Basketball”
put together by Jerry Brown in 1980. This issue deals mostly
with football and was initiated after we received an old-time
noseguard worn by Herbert Garmhausen, who was on the
football team all four years of high school (1905-1908). This
item was recently donated to the N.BHA. by Mr
Garmhausen's great-nephew, Paul Opperman.

New Bremen High School was organized in 1879 with a
three year course of study. This was after the Central School
on South Franklin Street had been completed in 1878. The
first graduation was in 1882, with only one graduate, Charles
Mesloh. The next two years also showed only one person to
graduate each year - in 1884, it was Albert C. Buss, who |
have written about before (January, 1999 issue). The
number gradually increased to 3, 4, 5, 6, with 5 years of no
graduates at all. By 1897, there were 9 graduates, 7 of them
boys, including Charles Steinebrey and Theodore
Tangeman. Mr. Tangeman was the first recorded N.B.H.S.
football coach - for the 1902 team. He graduated from Ohio
State University and became an attorney in New Bremen in
August, 1902. Charles Steinebrey served as a football
umpire in 1901.

COMPLIMENTARY COPIES

With each quarterly mailing of The Towpath, a
number of Complimentary Copies are sent to folks we
think might be interested in reading one or more of the
articles in that issue. If you are one of these people
and would like to continue receiving future issues,
please send the appropriate amount of dues
(subscription) to the above address. (P.O. Box 73)

In 1899, a four year course of study was instituted. It is
probably around this time that high school athletics were also
begun. This issue presents information gathered from The
New Bremen Sun, 1909, 1913, 1972 "Mirage" yearbooks,
pictures & information previously published by N.B. historian
Ralph May in The New Bremen Sun and The Evening
Leader, and from relatives of some of the early athletes.

YEAR 2000 MEMBERSHIP DUES
are now payable and must be paid by
March 15th, 2000. Check your mailing
label for your payment status.

| would like to thank Jerry Brown for his assistance in
researching this subject and for his thoughts and personal
memories about the return of football to New Bremen in 1971
when he was the H.S. Principal & Athietic Director.
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"ATHLETIC CLUB"

The N.B. Athletic
Club pictured here
around 1900-1901 was
also a musical clu,
with members shown™
playing 3 guitars, 3
mandolins, 2 fiddles,
and 2 banjos.

On the floor in front
of the group are 3
Indian clubs, 2 sets of
boxing gloves, a
punching bag, and 4
dumbbells.
(written by Ralph May)
(N.B.Sun-10/18/1951)

On October 22,
1951, a letter was
written to Ralph May
by #Charles Lanfer-
sieck In response to
this picture and
Ralph's article in the
previous week's paper:

[Photo courtesy of Sue (Schmidt) Schmackers, granddaughter of Adolph Pape]
BACK: Wm. Patterson, Arthur Finke, Lawrence Hoffman, #Charles Lanfersieck, Jake Schlesselman, Darwin Thompson.
MIDDLE: John Poppenhagen (fiddle), Warner Slutz (Schultz?), Adolph Pape, Harry Koeper, Tony Schwieterman.
FRONT: Emil ("Dip") Schneider, Gustave ("ltzie") Sunderman (& mascot), Joe Brucken, William Martz, Joe Lanfersieck.

#"We young men always knew where to go to spend the evening and always enjoyed ourselves. Darwin Thompso.
was the only married man amongst us. He taught me how to play the guitar. Warner Slutz/Schultz, who played the
violin, was an oil pumper in the vicinity of New Bremen. When he left New Bremen in September, 1901 for his home in
Mount Hope, the club gave him a grand farewell party, which included a trip down the canal to Minster on the old
gasoline launch, "Theodore."

4"One Saturday evening,
Darwin Thompson brought up
to the club house a prize
fighter from the southern part
of the state and he punched
the bag for us and boxed with
us. His name was Andy
Wernor. He was on his way
to Lima, Ohio to fight. When
he punched the bag, the rope
broke right away. It hap-
pened a little late at night and
the whole building shook
below us. It was a tin store
and the pots & pans and the
tin cups tumbled from the
shelving. The night watch-
man woke up and came up
and wanted to know what was
going on. Well, he saw it for
himself! The boxer fixed the

rope before he left." ~—
#Charles Lanfersieck ATHLETIC / BOXING CLUB, ca 1902: #1-FRONT: Landry Koeper, #1-BACK: Grover
(right photo/Grover Wissman collection) Wissman?, #4-BACK: Theodore Tangeman?, OTHERS? (Please help!)
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NEW BREMEN HIGH SCHOOL's 1902 FOOTBALL TEAM

BACK: (l. tor.)

Albert Boesel (senior)
Cornelius Geib (senior)
Theo. Tangeman (coach)
Irwin Boesel (sophomore)
Bernard Halsema (senior)

MIDDLE:

Oscar Grewe (sophomore)
Harry Hoberg (senior)
Walter Boesel (senior)
*Grover Wissman (age 16)
*Alvin Broerman (age 15)

FRONT:

*Herman Bienz (age 18)
Irvin Pohiman (junior)
Landry Koeper (senior)
Felix Kuenzel (senior)

*These three boys did not
graduate from N.B.H.S.

Football in New Bremen High School was organized in the early 1900s. The first mention of a N.B. football game in
The New Bremen Sun was on 11/29/1901. The 1901 team was basically the same as the 1902 team above, except
that in 1902, 18-year old Herman Bienz, Irvin Pohiman (a junior), and 15-year old Alvin Broerman replaced outgoing

senior Ernest Fischer, Goll, and

Flack. The 1902 coach was an 1897 N.B.H.S. graduate,

ttorney Theodore Tangeman, who had played football at Ohio State University. According to New Bremen historian,
Raiph May (1910 graduate), the only protective gear the team used were shin guards and rubber nose guards gripped
by the teeth (see picture). They played at the Tri-County Fairgrounds 1 mile east of town (St. Rt. 274 & Kettler Rd.).

New Bremen Sun: 11/15/1901
@®There seems to be quite an interest taken among
the school children in regard to the game of football. If
they would pay as much attention to the saving of their
shoes and clothes and the studying of their lessons, there
might be some chance of some of them becoming
president of a big trust in the future.

®Messrs. Charles Steinebrey, Felix Kuenzel, Walter
Boesel, Albert Boesel, Bernard S. Halsema, Eusebius J.
Halsema, John C. Halsema, H.G. Barienbrock, wife &
daughter Mabel, the Misses Bessie Stone, Dora Greiwe
and Lizzie Fischer went to Columbus last Saturday via the
excursion and were witnesses of the football game there
between the O.S.U. team and the Michigan team.

N.B.H.S. FOOTBALL ~ 1901
Thanksgiving Afternoon Enlivened

by Interesting 20-6 Contest
The New Bremen High School gratified the public by
defeating the plucky little St. Marys football team by a
well-eamned score of 20-6 at the Fairgrounds here
yesterday afternoon. This was a rare treat for New
Bremen, since it was the last and best game of the

season. Touchdowns for N. B. were made by Walter
Boesel (1), Flack (1), and Landry Koeper (2).
Halves were 20 and 15 minutes long. Umpires were Otto
J. Boesel and Charles Steinebrey. Referee was Halsema.
Timekeepers were Huenke and Snyder (Schneider?).

Previous to the arrival of the St. Marys team, the
spectators managed to keep warm by engaging in old-
time sports such as pole-vaulting, hop-step-and-jump,
standing jump, running, etc. This afforded ample amuse-
ment for all. It was a sort of field day for New Bremen.

(N.B. Sun - 11/29/1901)

N.B.H.S. FOOTBALL ~ 1902
New Bremen Triumphs Over St. Marys 10-0
In a Contest Lasting an Hour
The football contest between St. Marys High School
and New Bremen High School here Saturday afternoon
(9/27/1902) resulted in favor of the New Bremen team by
a score of 10-0, with Landry Koeper scoring 1 touchdown
in the 1st half and Waliter Boesel scoring 1 touchdown in
the 2nd half. The halves were 20 minutes in length.

It was a wet, rainy afternoon aimost enough to dampen
the enthusiasm of the most ardent lover of the sport, but
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the teams were arrayed and the contest was held,
whether it was to be on land or water. Water stood in
pools on the gridiron, and the way the players waded
through when on the errand of an "end run," was a
caution. Ever and anon, runners lost their footing on the
slippery ground and went sprawling in the mud and slush.
All of the players looked as though they had gone through
a cyclone of mud and water. The crowd of on-lookers
was slim, but those that were present had ample
protection from the friendly umbrella.  (N.B. Sun - 10/3/1902)

New Bremen 6 ~~~ St. Marys 0

The St. Marys football team was handsomely defeated
by the N.B.H.S. team at the grounds of the latter last
Friday afternoon. Our boys were entirely too much for the
eleven from the north. Only one half of the game was
played as the visitors could not be on hand at the
appointed hour. The score was 6-0. One of the home
boys played with the St. Marys eleven, and had it not
been for him, another touchdown would have been scored
by New Bremen. (N.B. Sun - 10/31/1902)

The Athletics of this city (St. Marys) went to New
Bremen Saturday afternoon to play a practice game with
the team of that place. (St. Marys Argus)

Indeed? A practice game! Well, the Athletics came
down with blood in their eyes and were going to wipe the
earth with the New Bremens. The result took the feathers
out of their caps and they now try to make light of the
game. Well, if the Athletics want to practice with N.B., the
boys are right willing to show them how to play the game.
St. Marys isn't in it with N.B. The coach of the N.B. team
is Theodore Tangeman, formerly of the O.S.U. team.
Under his direction the New Bremens are doing wonderful
work and are causing considerable enthusiasm among
the lovers of the game. Come again, if you want another
practice game. (N.B. Sun - 10/31/1902)

New Bremen 76 ~~~ Celina 6
Interest in football increases as the game is being
better understood. There was a very enthusiastic crowd
at the fairgrounds last Saturday afternoon, when the
N.B.H.S. team won another decided victory of 76-6 over
the Celina High School team. (N.B. Sun - 11/14/1902)

GOOD REASONS WHY FOOTBALL SHOULD BE
ENCOURAGED IN THE SCHOOLS

One of our neighboring exchanges recently made the
foliowing argument against the piaying of footbali by the
schools:

"This is the first time | knew that football was to be
taken into our schools and encouraged by the teachers,
allowing the boys to leave school to become aii exciied in
that which will be of no use to them, but a detriment
through life. This is a time when their minds should fully
rest upon their studies, looking forward to the great
benefit an education will be to them when they will be our
business men; ambitious, honest, careful, using the

means provided for them today by their parents. This

opportunity will not last long, so they had better improve
their time."

We believe this argument is not well founded. Footba!'
playing is invigorating to the physique, and the more vigo._
the body possesses the more is the mind able to
prosecute the studies at school. President Roosevelt
encourages football by the schools. If conducted along
scientific lines, football is not a brutal or vulgar game, but
a game where brawn and brain counts. It should not be
discouraged. We have heard a Professor say that the
school work is much better in a class whose members
belong to a football team than one whose members don't,
and there are sufficient reasons for giving credence to the
statement. (N.B. Sun - 11/28/1902)

N.B.H.S. FOOTBALL ~ 1903

The first football game of the season will be piayed
at the Fairgrounds here next Saturday afternoon
between the St. Marys & the local High School teams

Game called at 2 p.m. ~ Admission 25¢. Children 15¢

The first football game of the 1903 season was played
on Saturday, October 10th at the Fairgrounds, between
St. Marys High School and the local eleven. The game
came to a sudden halt, however, in the first half when a
St. Marys player, Ralph Ferris, sustained a fracture of the
right leg below the knee. Young Ferris was at once taken
care of by his fellow players who conveyed him to town i
a rig and from there he was put on a Western Ohio car~
which took him to his home in St. Marys where Dr. Noble
administered medical attention.

Such is football, a seemingly rough and unpleasant
sport in many respects, but in spite of the danger
connected with it, when one gets injured, there are a
dozen ready and anxious to take his place. Those who
are in a position to know say that the sport is no more
dangerous than many other games that are indulged in by
young people, provided that one has gone through the
necessary training and taken other protective measures in
hardening his body to any attacks and assaults that might
be made during the progress of a game.

That the St. Marys boys lacked even second class
training was evident from the manner in which several of
them were exhausted as soon as three or four plays had
been made. As it was, the substitute was not allowed to
take Ferris's place, and the game had to be declared off
before one half of the first half of the game had been
played. Chances are, had the St. Marys boys been
thoroughly trained, this deplorable event would not have
{N.B. Sun - 10/16/1903)

talkan nlara
aUen piace.

SEEN RECENTLY IN THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS:
The football huddle was started in 1896. Numbered
jerseys came along in 1913. Both were started at the
University of Chicago by Coach Amos Alonzo Stagg.
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The second football game of the season will be called

at 2 p.m. tomorrow, Saturday, October 24, 1903.

Admission as usual ~~~ Adults 25¢; Children 15¢
LADIES FREE! :

~  Once more the N.B.H.S. team has succeeded in

booking a game of football at the Fairgrounds. The
opposing team this time will the Y.M.A.C. (Young Men's
Athletic Club?) team of St. Marys and the lovers of the
sport may this time look forward to a more scientific
presentation of the game than the one two weeks ago. It
is claimed that the Y.M.A.C. boys are a set of fellows that
understand more of the football sport and have had a
season of thorough training and drilling, thus fitting them
better to go through such a contest than a team that looks
upon the sport as baby's play.

An editorial from the Cincinnati Post says: "Now it's
football. The young fellow bushy as to hair and clothed in
armor not unlike that of the middle ages, besides other
harness, has the call from this time on to Thanksgiving
Day. Though strenuous, football is fine sport. The
football player must have a well-developed body capable
of quick movements and long endurance. His mind must
be alert. His soul must be full of enthusiasm and loyalty
to his team and all these qualities of his being must be
trained to instant obedience. His discipline is as severe
as that of a soldier. The rules of 1903 provide for more
open work and less mass plays. It is those same mass
plays that usually do the mischief. You cannot pile flesh
and bones into a wriggling pyramid without the chance of

- bruising flesh or breaking bones." (N.B. Sun-10/23/1903)

~

N.B. HIGH SCHOOL 27 ~ ST. MARYS Y.M.A.C.0
TOUCHDOWNS: Jung - 4; Bienz-1 ~~~ GOAL KICKS -2
REFEREE: Tangeman ~~~ UMPIRE: Giddings
Score at end of 1st half: New Bremen 15, St. Marys 0

NEW BREMEN POSITION ST. MARYS
Wittenbrink Center Weiser
Fischer R. Guard Good
Flack R. Tackle Reising
Beachler R. End Swartz
Boesel L. Guard Griffith
Broerman L. Tackle Stearns
Kettler L. End Lanager
Jung Quarterback McCray
Bienz R. Halfback McDonald
Pohiman L. Halfback Lawrence
Schroeder Fullback Long
(10/24/1903) Subs McKee, White

In spite of the fact that the St. Marys fellows were
severai years in advance of the iocal boys and weighed
on the average about 10 Ibs. more than they did, the boys
of aur High School met their antagonists last Saturday
with a remarkable supply of courage. The Y.MAC.s
brought with them a goodly supply of rooters, however
there never was an opening for the display of that gift on
their part. since their boys went down to inglorious defeat.

The St. Marys boys seemed to understand the principles
and the technicalities of the game, but they lacked
quickness of decision and unity of purpose, thereby
frequently losing the ball to the opposing side.

According to the writer's viewpoint, the secret of the
seemingly imexhaustible strength and vitality of our H.S.
boys lies in just two things - long and fierce practice, and
strict adherance to the rule of temperance and the non-
indulgence in vicious habits such as the use of
intoxicating liquor and tobacco, both of which are
prohibited. The reason for their inglorious defeat became
clear to the visitors when the game was over and the
majority of the visiting team left the grounds either
smoking cigarettes or pipes. A person who cannot
restrain himself in his habits need not attempt to partake
in such a strenuous game as football.  (N.B. Sun-10/30/1903)

CELINA CITY TEAM 11 ~~~ N.B. HIGH SCHOOL 0
Friday, November 27, 1903

A season of nothing but success for the local H.S.
football team ended last Friday afternoon in defeat.
However, considering the fact that the two teams were so
unevenly matched, our students played remarkably.
Having heretofore met none but their equals in weight,
our boys gathered an unusual amount of confidence in
their own ability. Finding that the teams of other High
Schools in the neighborhood could not summon enough
courage for a contest, the boys boldly accepted a
challenge from the Celina City team, an aggregation of all
grownup men, at least according to appearances.

As soon as the Celina boys had donned their
moleskins and appeared on the field, it was plain to
everyone that there would be a terrific battie. Not only did
the Celinas average 25-35 pounds more in weight than
our High School boys, but they resorted to tactics to which
local football enthusiasts were not accustomed at all.
One of the main features was slugging and foul tackling,
for which they were taken harshly to account by the
umpire and others. It soon developed, however, that they
either did not understand the game properly, or they did
not wish to play according to adopted rules. Taking the
latter for granted, the home boys decided that they would
have to adopt the same weapons for defense that the
enemy used for offense, and the consequence was that
as soon as this method was adopted, the Celinas ceased
scoring altogether. Had this method been adopted from
the start instead of at the beginning of the second half,
chances are the scare would have been reversed. As it
was, Celina scored 11 in the first half and New Bremen
nothing, while neither team scored in the second haif.

(N.B. Sun -12/4/1903)

N.B.H.S. FOOTBALL ~ 1904
NEW BREMEN HIGH SCHOOL 18 ~~~ ELIDA 0
For the second time in two years, the Elida and New
Bremen football teams met in combat on the local
gridiron. it was generally claimed that the Elida boys of
1902 were but a small percentage High School boys, and

=8



the same could be said this time. However, the two teams
were more evenly matched in weight than they were then,
even though our boys were reinforced by other than High
School students. In 1902, New Bremen went down in
inglorious defeat, with a score of 6-0 in favor of the
visitors. Yesterday the score was reversed and multiplied
by three. Had it not been for a fat and chunky lad who
acted as referee for Elida and was a far better "rag
chewer" than he was a referee, it is quite probable that
the local team would have even doubled the score.

New Bremen scored twice in the first half, making two
touchdowns and kicking goal twice. Many suspected that
Elida had possibly acted 'possum in the first half and
would bring all their latent energy into play in the second
half, however Elida did not have the power of endurance
that our boys have, and at no time did they even get into
the neighborhood of their goal. New Bremen, however,
made continual gains, and when the second half was a
trifle over half over, they made another touchdown and
kicked one more goal, making the score 18-0. Jung made
two touchdowns and Bienz made one. (N.B. Sun-10/25/1904)

N.B.H.S. FOOTBALL ~ 1905
(from a newspaper article and picture published in the
12/15/1967 issue of "The Evening Leader" by Ralph May.)

"It has been a long time since N.B.H.S. has had a
football team, but the memory of the old games and the
players is not easily forgotten. | am indebted to Herbert
Garmhausen for the picture of the team of 1905, with
Herbert, the youngest on the team, looking more like a
mascot. The team, as pictured, consists of:

FRONT: Emil Heitman (Sophomore), Theodore
Brinkmeyer (Senior), Herman Bienz, Harry Wittenbrink
(Senior), Herbert Garmhausen (Freshman)

MIDDLE: Jenkins, Leroy Beachler (Senior), Leroy
Jung (Senior), Alvin Broerman, Jacob A. Meckstroth (Sr.)

BACK: Dr. George Haveman (coach), Wesley
Meckstrath  (Saphamare), Stephen Baesel (.Juniar),

McDermitt, Max Berend (Senior), Ervin
Gammhausen {Junior)."

EDITOR'S NOTE: Unfortunately the only picture we have
of this team is a blurred newspaper copy. If anyone has a
clear original photograph or other information, please let
me know and we will print it at a later date.)

N.B.H.S. FOOTBALL ~ 1906

NEW BREMEN HIGH SCHOOL 55 ~~~ CELINA 0
The only information we have found about the 1906
N.B.H.S. football team is a faded newspaper photo of the
team in play at the fairgrounds - no other information.
The players were randomly identified by Ralph May as:

PAST GRADUATES (1906). Theodore Brinkmeyer,
Harry Wittenbrink, Leray Beachler, Leray Jung, Jacoh A.
Meckstroth, Max Berend

SENIORS: Stephen Boesel,
Edward Gobrecht

JUNIORS: Emil Heitman, Wesley Meckstroth

Ervin  Gammhausen,

N.B.H.S. FOOTBALL ~ 1907
October 12, 1907
NEW BREMEN 6 ~~~ LIMA HIGH SCHOOL 0
The first game of the season was played at the
Fairgrounds last Saturday afternoon between the Lima

High School and the N.B. High School. A touchdown by ~"

(Walter?) Weinberg and a goal-kick by (Leonard?)
Schmidt in the first half gave New Bremen six while the
Lima boys, who were very evenly matched with their
opponents, labored through both halves, constantly
resorting to forward passes which had not been
sufficiently practiced, and they did not score once. New
Bremen's strength lay in quarterback and end runs and
frequently mass plays were resorted to with excellent
effect.

The severest criticism to be offered on Saturday's
game is the frequent profanity indulged in by the visiting
team. Often they became so loud and vociferous in their
anger or excitement, whatever it may have been, that
oaths could be heard on the sidelines. Repetitions of
such action will undoubtedly cause the attendance to
dwindle down to such an extent that football games will be
losing ventures every time financially - and they ought to!

(N.B. Sun - 10/18/1907)

NEW BREMEN 0 ~~~ SPENCERVILLE 0
October 26, 1907

The N.B.H.S. football team journeyed to Spencerville
last Saturday and played the High School team of that
place. The teams were about evenly matched, however
repeated fumbling and penalties inflicted for off-side
playing, tackling of players, signaling for a fair catch, etc.,
undoubtedly prevented our team from defeating
Spencerville. Spencerville received the first kick-off and
lost the ball on downs soon after. New Bremen, by a
series of end-runs and scrape-tackle plays, carried the
batt down the field, being repeatedly fined, but making the
distance tine, until  “"Little Garmy" crossed the
Spencerville goal line for a touchdown after a 40-vard run.
The touchdown failed to count, however, the umpire
penalizing New Bremen for an off-side ptay. On another
play, Spencerville attempted to punt on a third down, but
"Doc" Schmidt broke through their line and threw their
fullback aver his awn goal far a tauch-back. The game
ended without either team scoring.

On Saturday, November 9th, the team plays
Spencervilie at the Fairgrounds. This garme shouid draw a
good crowd as our boys are anxious to get Spencerville's
scalp after playing in such taugh luck at Spencerville.

The New Bremen High School team needs money and
should not be forced to beg for it either. Should you be
asked to subscribe a small sum, do it cheerfully K takes
money fo bring teams from Piqua, Lima, Spencerville, etc.
and the gate receipts fall far short of being enough.

Should New Bremen play Piqua, it would be for the
championship of Northwestern Ohio.  (N.R Sun - 11/1/1907)
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