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NEW BREMEN HISTORIC ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 73 - New Bremen, Ohio 45869-0073
MUSEUM located at 120 N. Main St. (founded in 1973)

VISITING HOURS: 2:00-4:00 p.m. Sundays - June, July, August
(Other Appointments, Call 419-629-1014 — Tuesdays, 9:00-11:30 a.m.)

Canal Boat Excursion

Our Canal Boat Excursion, a fundraiser for the Lock
One Preservation, was held Saturday evening, July 30,
2005 and was a great success. Excursion passengers
met at Lock One North in New Bremen and boarded the
bus to the Johnston Farm at Piqua, Ohio and the General
Harrison canal boat. The General Harrison is a replica of
the canal boats that traveled on the Miami & Erie Canal in
the 1800s. Our ride on a beautiful summer evening was
a wonderful simulation of that experience on this section
of the canal at Piqua. Participants were greeted by the
crew of the boat dressed in period clothing with their
harnessed mules. Music of the early canal days was
performed live by Scott Murray, Mike Doepker, and
Rachel Barber. Neal and Leslie Brady served wine and
cheese.  Andy Hite provided historical narration and
answered questions of the guests. To prepare for the
canal boat experience, a quiz was given on the bus and
Lowell Ziegenbusch received a New Bremen Canal
Game for having the highest score. On the trip home
everyone enjoyed the home-baked cookies of Delores
Stienecker, the trip’s organizer.

We extend our appreciation to all who participated in
"this fundraiser for the Lock One Preservation. We extend
a special “Thank You” to Wayne Ziegenbusch, who
donated the canal boat tickets to the New Bremen
Historic Association. Everyone who participated said,
“Let’s do this again.”  [submitted by Gen Conradi, Historian]

STANDING: Wade Schroer, Sue Harrod, Barb
Ziegenbusch, Bill Moore, Lowell Ziegenbusch, Jane
Moore, Tom Braun, Joyce Ruedebusch, Verona Reineke,
Beverly Fledderjohann, Delores Stienecker, Myron
Fledderjohann, Dennis Dicke, Tom Fledderjohann, Diane
Fledderjohann, Andy Hite, Marge Ziegenbusch, Wayne
Ziegenbusch, Molly (Kinning) Brown, Doug Harrod, (2)
crew members.

KNEELING: Johanna Schroer, Neal & Leslie Brady,
Gen Conradi.
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¢ “THE TOWPATH” ¢

“THE TOWPATH?” is a historical reflection of New
Bremen and the surrounding area - researched,
written, and/or edited by Lucille (Topp) Francis,
EDITOR, and published quarterly by the New Bremen
Historic Association. Any stories and/or pictures that
our readers are willing to share are welcomed.

Lucille Francis, Editor & Membership -------------419-629-3148
[printed & mailed by Messenger Press — Carthagena, Ohio]

WEBSITE - www.newbremenhistory.org

Johanna Schroer: Webmaster
4 OFFICERS OF N.B. HISTORIC ASSOC. ¢
(06) Larry Dicke, President/Trustee ---------------419-629-1903

Larry Dicke (e-mail: didicke@nktelco.net)
(06) Carl Roediger, V. Pres./Trustee--------------419-629-2549

(08) Dru Meyer, Secretary/Trustee 419-629-3495
Dru Meyer (e-mail: midrum@nktelco.net)

(07) Thomas Braun, Treasurer/Trustee ----------419-629-8902
Tom Braun, Genealogy (e-mail: TGBraun@nktelco.net)
(08) Lawrence Egbert, Trustee ---------------------419-629-2578
(07) Dennis Klingler, Trustt 419-629-2454
(08) Mary Moeller, Trustee --------------------------419-629-3635
(06) Mary Paul, Trustee 419-629-2213
(07) R. Jay Stauffer, Trustee ------------------------419-629-3334
& “APPOINTEES” ¢
Delores Stienecker, Curator--------—----—eeeeemee --419-629-2685

Delores Stienecker (e-mail: stien@adelphia.net)
Joyce Holdren, Curator 419-629-3474

Joyce Holdren (e-mail: tojoho@adelphia.net)
Joyce Ruedebusch, Corresponding Secretary -419-629-2946

Joyce Ruedebusch (e-mail: jdr@nktelco.net)
Genevieve Conradi, Historian's Scrapbook -----419-629-2764

Gen Conradi (e-mail: dengen@nktelco.net)
Susie Hirschfeld, Membership Archives ---------419-629-2133

¢ WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE ¢
Delores Stienecker (Chairman), Joyce Holdren,
Dru Meyer, Mary Paul

ASSOC. MEETINGS ARE HELD FIRST TUESDAYS
7:30 p.m. at the New Bremen Library or Museum

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$10.00 per year - $5.00 extra for spouse
Lifetime Membership - $100.00 - $50.00 / spouse

. 9600000
(Yearly payment due by March 15" of each year)

Check the top line of your address label
for your current payment information.

Please keep us informed of address changes.
Send to P.O. Box 73 — New Bremen, OH 45869

f SPECIAL EDITION
In order to be able to include the entire
account of Charles Boesel’'s “Coming to
America” plus other related items about the
Boesel family, this issue of “The Towpath”
has been expanded to 24 pages.

J|

Pg. 3 - “Coming to America”

Pg. 12 — Boesel & Kiinning

Pg. 13 — Boesel Hardware, Boesel Bank
Pg. 17 — Boesel Alma Mater — O.S.U.

Pg. 18 — Boesel Reunions — 1904 & 1906

DL

Editer's Message:

You may have noticed a change in the appearance and mailing
procedure for this issue of “The Towpath”. “The Towpath” is now being
printed from a compact disk (C.D.), thereby eliminating a lot of
unnecessary steps for the Editor, including the printing of mailing labels.

The printer, Messenger Press of Carthagena, Ohio, will also address,
sort, bundle, calculate postage and deliver the final product to the Post
Office, again eliminating the time-consuming process formerly
undertaken by Susie Hirschfeld and her helpers. Instead of folding the
paper in half, labeling & stuffing envelopes, etc. (see page 15 of the April
2003 issue), “The Towpath” is now being mailed as a “flat” item, with
your mailing address, payment code and bar code printed directly on the
back page. There will no longer be an envelope.

We are interested in hearing from you in what condition you receive
your “Towpath”. If there is any shipping damage, we want you to notify
us so we can address the problem.

We want to extend our thanks to Larry Kuhn of Lee’s Printing, who
has been printing “The Towpath” for the past 17 years, since October

1988. Lucille Francis, Editon
€ 222 ¢ 22 2¢ 22
PLAQUES TELL STORY OF N.B. BUSINESS FIRMS
[New Bremen Sun - 6/23/1933]
Plaques giving information of historical interest are being placed on
business buildings along Monroe & Washington Streets. They tell the

story of New Bremen’s business developments by giving the dates the
buildings were erected and other information. Some of them are:

North side of Monroe St.

Mueller Bros. — This building was built by Chas. Boesel, Sr. in 1863.
Occupied by Mueller Bros. Clothing Store since 1904.

Laut Jewelry Store — This building erected by Adam Helwig.
Present owner: Mel Laut, Jeweler.

Laut Building — This site formerly an open lot. Building built in 1865.
Present occupants: Taylor Studio & Dr. Paul C. Bratten.

Rairdon Garage - This building built by Carl Boesel (Sr.), date
unknown (1840). Owned & occupied by H.W. Rairdon since 1900.

South side of Monroe St.

First City Bank — Building erected by Chas. Boesel (Jr.) in 1895.
Occupied as bank building, hardware store and Opera House since
erection.

Poppe Shoe Repair Shop — Present building built in 1905 by Chas.
Boesel (Jr.?) Occupied since 1920 by Lewis Poppe Shoe Repair Shop.

Schelper’'s Market — This building built in 1881 by Wm. Brinkmeyer.
Occupied by Schelper’s Old Reliable Meat Market since 1881.

Knost Shoe Store — This site occupied by Chas. Boesel Sr.’s
carriage barn. Former occupants: Gust Boesel, Henry C. Meyer, Martin
Knost. Present occupant: Herman J. Laut.

Dierker’s Store — This site first used as a lumber mill in 1874.
Building erected in 1881 by Christ Aue. Occupied since 4946 (1902) by
August Dierker.

Hotel Hollingsworth — This site formerly occupied as a lumber yard.
Present building erected in 4890 (1896) by Henry Laut & Co. Now
occupied by Hotel Hollingsworth.

Laut Bros. — Built (1891) by Henry Laut, Wm. Schulenberg & IOOF
Lodge #101. Now occupied by Laut Bros.

Schulenberg Bros. — This business block was built in 4884-(1891,
1897) by Wm. Schulenberg. In 1933, still Schulenberg - 3 generation.

Wint’s (S. Washington St.) — This building was moved from the
hotel site (American House?) in 1881. First occupied by Conrad’s Drug
Store. Wint's Restaurant since 1919.

NOTE: There are five more listings of the buildings along Washington Street,

from the Drug Store corner to the Arcade corner. Will try to include them another
time. These plaques were put on buildings for the Centennial celebration in 1933.
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CHARLES BOESEL, SR.

New Bremen's Most Influential Pioneer

The Honorable Charles
Boesel, Sr. died on Friday, April
17, 1885, at 10:30 p.m. after 3
months of painful suffering from

. a liver enlargement, at the age
of 71 years, 2 months, 16 days.

Mr. Boesel was rewarded in
great measure by his fellow
citizens with many positions of
honor, etc. In politics, Mr.
Boesel had an outstanding
position and was a rock-ribbed
Democrat ever since he became
a citizen of the United States.

That his name had a good
reputation everywhere and that he was known and respected
far and wide as an honest man was proved by the large
attendance at his funeral. Participants arrived from all areas.
The funeral procession was the largest which had ever been
seen in this part of the United States. In addition to the large
number of pedestrians, the procession contained 213 buggies.
Pastor Buerkle gave the funeral oration which was in every way
outstanding and did honor to the departed in every way.

Mr. Boesel left a widow and 11 children - 6 sons and 5
daughters. Four young daughters preceded him in death.

A good husband and father; an upright, just citizen; a
benefactor of the poor and abandoned has gone home. May
the earth be light on him. “Stern des Westlichen Ohio™- 4/23/1885

Charles Boesel, Sr.

The following is an edited composite of three translated articles
which appeared in “Der Deutsche Pionier” published by the “Deutscher
Pionier Verein” of Cincinnati, Ohio. One article dated 6/1/1869, written
by Charles Boesel, appeared in Volume I, pages 84-87 & 118-121, and
was published in 1869, in which Mr. Boesel told about “The Settlement
of New Bremen." (Translated by Allen A. Dicke in August 1959.)

A second article, ‘Einwanderers Reiseabenteuer" (Travel
Adventures of an Immigrant), also written by Charles Boesel, appeared
in 1871-1872 in Volume 3, pages 215-218, and was written after his 2nd
return visit to Europe in June 1869. (Translation courtesy of
C.C.C/N.B.)

A third article, a biography of Charles Boesel, appeared in Band 17,
Heft 3, pages 210-225, in 1886 and was said to be written by Senator
William “Ault” of Tiffin, Ohio, who had emigrated to America in 1833 on
the same 3-masted boat as Charles Boesel. This was published shortly
after Charles Boesel's 4/17/1885 death. (I have two translations of this
article — one by Allen A. Dicke and one by George Chocoms.)

[NOTE: There are some inconsistencies between the three
articles/translations. For instance, Charles Boesel writes in his 1871-
1872 article of his reunion with his friend, “former Senator, then Judge
Wilhelm Lang of Tiffin", however his “reunion” story matches that of the
“Ault” story, in which Mr. “Ault” seems to be the old friend.]

COMING TO AMERICA

From Whence They Came

At the north end of the beautiful Rhenisch Palatinate,
near the Rhenisch-Prussian border where the Lauter
flows into the Glan, 10 German miles northwest of
Speyer, lies the friendly village of Lauterecken. It had
about 900 inhabitants, a cattle and sheep industry and
produced fruit and garden products. There were rich hard
coal mines at Odenbach and Roth, however the wine was
only mediocre. It was the seat of a peace court and of a
tax office and a forestry administration office. In the

former castle, Leopold von Veldens, the Count of the
Palatinate, caused his oldest son, Ludwig, to be held in
prison for rebellion and finally in 1670 caused him to be
shot in bed by the jailer. Otherwise, the village was of no
historical interest.

Here, on 2/1/1814, "Karl" (Charles) Boesel was born.
His father, Carl Adam Boesel, died when Karl was only 8
years old, therefore the duty of raising and supporting the
children fell upon the mother, Christina (Heil) Boesel,
which duties she fulfilled in a Christian manner, faithfully
and energetically.

Shortly after reaching his 14" birthday, after he was
confirmed and had to leave school, Karl was apprenticed
to a shoemaker in Lauterecken. Later he traveled for a
time as a journeyman and worked in Merrheim. His
father, a farmer, had died in 1822 at the age of 45 and
left his wife with 6 children, of whom 8 year old Karl was
the 5". There were 5 sons and 1 daughter: 1-Johann
ADAM (1804-1875), 2-Philip Peter (b./1806-stayed in
Germany & raised a large family), 3-Johann GEORGE
(1808-1842), 4-Elizabeth (Maurer/Paul) (1811-1889), 5-Peter
CHARLES/Karl (1814-1885), and 6-Christian (1816-1841).

The Boesel family was one of the oldest in
Lauterecken and were all true adherents of Lutheranism.
Karl's great-grandfather, Johann Joachim Boesel, already
lived in Lauterecken at the beginning of the 18" century,
being born about 1700. He was a devout and zealous
Christian and made trips through villages and cities near
and far to collect money for the erection of a Protestant
church in Lauterecken. Through his efforts for the
welfare of the congregation, and due to his lovable,
benevolent nature, he was highly regarded and loved.
He himself donated to the congregation a beautiful
marble altar which was erected in the new church. The
congregation, to express its love for Joachim Boesel, and
to perpetuate his name, had his name carved in large
letters into the altar. (see picture on pg. 5)

EARLY BOESEL GENEALOGY

I. Johann Joachim Boesel (born ca. 1700) married a
girl named Anna Maria Juliana on 2/27/1721. One of
their sons was:

Il. Johann Adam Boesel (born 2/27/1725). He
married Maria Cecilia Weber on 6/28/1746. One of their
sons was:

lil. Carl Adam Boesel (7/19/1777-12/14/1822). He
married Anna Christina Heil on 1/3/1803. They had 6
children. (see above)

— —

Reasons for Leaving

At the beginning of 1832, it appeared that something
important was to be happening in the world. The
enlightenment of the nations made it impossible to
dampen the spirit of the era and yet, there was an
attempt to strangle it and to push the population back into
the dark centuries. As men rebelled against the
oppression of the state, excessive taxation, etc. and
wrote about it in their free newspapers, the authorities
tried to abolish the free press. Enough soldiers had been
sent with guns from Altbaiern to frighten the people.
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On 5/27/1832, three spirited men (2 doctors and a
pastor), who preferred to lose their offices rather than be
silenced, organized a festive event on the Bergschloss
ruins in Hambach. From all parts of the Palatinate came
strong groups from almost every class of society with
flags and music. About 35,000 men also came from
other regions - from France, England, Holland, Frankfort,
Wiirzburg, Augsburg, etc. and speeches were made in a
liberal spirit. The government's President tried to prevent
the festivities with his troops, but to no avail. Thus the
reformers were taken prisoners. Others, to escape
captivity, fled to America. The discontent was such that
thousands of families from the Palatinate left their
homeland.

The Emigrants

In the spring of 1833, emigration from the Palatinate
to North America increased very substantially. As steam
ships and trains had not yet been invented, the majority
of the emigrants traveled to Havre de Grace (LeHavre),
France along the Imperial Highway (Kaiser Road) in large
freight wagons drawn by four horses. Each wagon was
large enough to carry the property of a number of families
and since the horses traveled only at a walk, the young
people usually walked behind the wagons, especially
during nice weather.

Mr. “Ault’ (Lang?) tells that he left Donnersberg on 4/12/1833
and made the trip to Havre de Grace on foot, spending
one night in Metz, and the next morning resuming the
trip, walking ahead of the wagons. He describes the
morning as somewhat cool, with small ice-covered water
puddles, and snow still on the mountains. The air was
clean and the sky cloudless. When the sun rose higher,
a warm south wind gave notice of the coming spring.
The Imperial Highway was alive with freight wagons and
pedestrians as far as the eye could reach.

At the same time, a group consisting of Phillip Jacob
Maurer, his 5 sons and 3 daughters by his first marriage
to Margareta Catherine Wagner (who had died on
3/18/1832), his second wife, Elizabeth Boesel (whom he
married 1/1/1833), her mother, Christina, her brother,
Karl Boesel, and other members of the Boesel family,
started their journey to America. Before leaving, on
4/12/1833, Mr. Maurer executed an "inventorium" in
Lauterecken concerning the estate of his first wife.
Maurer was considered a rich man, with their "common
property" valued at "11,798 gulden." In this document, he
stated that he planned to emigrate to North America in a
few days. Mr. Maurer was a well-educated man and he
left a number of writings on history, economics and religion.

Mr. “Ault’ (Lang?) states that as he walked along
observing the people, the vehicles, and the beautiful
Lorain scenery, he was overtaken by a wagon which was
followed by a youth of about his age (about 19) as well as
several children (probably the Maurer children.) He and
the young man started to converse and found that they
both had the same intentions. The young man told him
that his name was Karl Boesel from Lauterecken, that he
was a shoemaker, that his father had died a long time
before, and that his mother and her children had joined
the Maurer family from Kronenberg in order to make the

-4-

long trip to America. The two became warm friends and
from then on, they attempted to spend the nights and the
mid-day stops together. They looked upon every city and
every village as something worth seeing. They came
through Chalons, Meaux, Paris, and Rouen.
evening of 4/20/1833, they reached Havre de Grace and
early the next morning, they met again on the wharf and
watched as two sailors on the American ship, the
"Logan", raised the gang plank, then the Star Spangled
Banner of the United States, and set sail into the open
ocean, headed for New York.

Lauterecken

Gustave Adolph Boesel (1855-1917), 4" son of Charles
Boesel (Sr.), made three trips to Europe - in 1873, 1895, and)|
again in 1910, when he and his wife spent "90 days away",
leaving New Bremen on 6/25/1910 and returning in September.
After his return, he published a 134-page book titled "Ninety
Days Away." The following is what he wrote about Lauterecken
in his record of "A trip across the Deep Blue Sea.":

“Lauterecken, so well known to some New Bremen
people who emigrated from there, has 2300 people and
is built closely together, one house after another, as they
are all over Germany. All houses are of stone and brick
with tile roofs.

Lauterecken is the birthplace of our deceased
parents, which is what attracted me there the first time 36
years ago. Fifteen years ago | was there again and by
now | know a good many people there.

A healthier place cannot be found anywhere. High
hills, beautiful woods and promenades, and flowing

streams make it a healthy climate. Groves of cedar trees ~

are taken care of by an Improvement Commission.
Seats are scattered throughout these woods, so the
weary traveler can sit down and rest.

The farmers all live in the towns, making them ugly.
They have stables for their stock, and everything being
built close together causes an aroma not altogether
desirable. Only once in a while do you find a farmhouse
by itself on top of a hill or where the country is very level.
Each farmer has his land scattered all over the territory,
one piece here and another there, with each acre having
a different crop. There are no fences. Everybody knows
his pieces and minds his own business - no lawsuits
about fences.

The streets from one town to another in Germany are
all alike, made out of crushed stone. They are so
rounded that they are always dry. They are lined with
fruit trees belonging to the state. The fruit on these trees
is sold every year by the road supervisor and in this way
a big amount of money is raised.

The town has a Protestant church and a Catholic
church, the same as on my first trip 36 years ago. The
Protestant church has an organ which bears the
inscription, "Presented by Carl Boesel, New Bremen, O.,
U.S.A." The altar in the church was presented in 1748 by
Joachim Boesel, great-grandfather of Carl Boesel. After
the organ had been presented by Carl Boesel (my
father), he then presented a pretzel to every school child
on Easter Day, a practice that was kept up during his
lifetime.

In the —
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g John Dickman
Altar donated to the Lauterecken Church
by Johann Joachim Bosell in 1748

The people of Lauterecken all drink their wine and
beer, but moderately. They don't go to the saloon for the
purpose of drinking as much as for the sake of meeting
others.

Lauterecken has two flowing rivers, the Lauter and the
Glan, which come together under a bridge. People have
no cisterns, so they go to different stations along the
rivers, wash their clothes, then take them home to dry.
They use no washboards, but simply wet the clothes, put
them on a flat board, rub soap over them, then use a
brush. Then they dip the clothes into water and again
use the board and brush. No wringers are used.

Stone quarries abound here and building stones and
stone blocks for streets are cut and shipped. | met Mr.
Ludwig Stein, who told me his grandfather was my
father's boss once upon a time, and that my father had
learned the shoemaker's trade from him.

In one house that we visited, we ran across a photo of
our son, Irwin, and that of Albert, the son of my brother,
Julius.  We never knew that such a picture was in
existence.

A trip like this is an education. | am publishing this

work to realize a little money toward paying part of my
/expenses. Should | not have succeeded in giving you

your money's worth, please present your account for
amount of news due you, and it shall be given unto you. |
have enough news stored away to make up the
deficiency." Gustave Boesel, New Bremen - September 1910

The Voyage

On the morning of 4/24/1833, the "Jefferson" (Carl
Boesel’s account says the “Norfolk”) sailed out of the
mouth of the Seine River loaded with 173 passengers,
including the Maurer, Boesel, Braun, Paul, Lang, Stein,
Barth, Eckert, Hoffman, Walther and other families.
Three terrific storms were encountered on the sea
voyage, in each of which the passengers expected to
perish. Food on the ship became scarce and in addition,
there was not a drop of good water on board. To the
horror of everyone, there was an outbreak of smallpox.

On June 20", however, the weather was favorable - it
was a beautiful warm summer day, and the ship sailed
rapidly westward. The sun had just set and many of the
passengers were assembled on the deck to enjoy the
cool of the evening. In the early twilight one could still
see far over the ocean. Suddenly a sailor in the crow's
nest cried "Land Ahoy, Land Ahoy." Everybody was
frightened, but a sailor told the passengers in low-
German that this meant that land had been sighted. He
pointed to the west where one could see a long narrow
blue strip. "There is land" he said, but no one would
believe it. The people said that it was only a small distant
cloud and they went below. Soon even the small strip
disappeared as the night laid its deep shadows over the sea.

It was 10:00 p.m. and Karl Boesel & William “Ault’
(Lang?) sat together on a pile of sails. The thought of
land, landing, and parting had taken possession of both
of them so that they could not think of sleep. Suddenly
there was a warm wind from the west carrying the
fragrance of flowers and the aroma of spices, so that no
one could any longer doubt that they would soon reach
land. The change from non-fragrant sea air, with its resin
smells of the ship’s wood, the smell of sea-sickness, and
the harsh sea life, to the glorious fragrant land air had an
inspiring effect upon the sea-weary. If one had spent
months in a damp cold prison cell and suddenly came
into a beautiful garden filled with fragrant flowers, the
contrast could not have been greater.

When the sun rose the next morning, the ship passed
over the gulf stream. Virginia lay on the left and the
eastern shore of Maryland was on the right (according to
the “Ault” story.) During the evening, the ship passed
majestically between the lighthouses of Cape Henry and
Cape Charles into Chesapeake Bay where anchor was
dropped.  The following morning three half-naked
Negroes came out in a small boat with several baskets of
cherries, which disappeared quickly. A pilot guided the
ship to Baltimore where the passengers landed on
6/24/1833 after a sea voyage of 63 days.

According to Carl Boesel's account, “Travel Adventures of
an Immigrant”, the passengers were not allowed into the town
of Baltimore because of their smallpox. Rather they were
loaded onto flat boats outside of the town and left to their
destiny. He states that their first night in America, June 24, 1833,
was spent “under the stars”.

“Many small children were so skinny that they could be kept
alive only with the greatest care. The first task was to provide
some fresh food for them. Forster Lang’s 17 year old son,
Wilhelm, took pity on the children and thought an attempt
should be made to look for fresh milk for them.
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