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ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC

The annual summer picnic at the museum was
held Sunday, June 5" from 11:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.
Bright sunshine welcomed the visitors to the
museum grounds and the day remained free from
rain. Jumpy inflatables from Western Ohio
Hardware were available for the children. Everyone
enjoyed the chicken dinner served with cole slaw,
chips, a beverage and an apple dumpling for
dessert. The museum was open for all to see and
Rachel Barber, Administrator for the Auglaize
County Historical Society, furnished lively music on
the keyboard. [Gen Conradi]
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Hi Lucille, 5/2/2011

It was nice talking to you on the phone today. This is an
email posted to the Deu-Ladbergen website by Sandra Licher of
Germany. Please note the link to the magazine she has
published at the bottom of her email. | thought you and readers
of The Towpath might find it interesting.

Connie (Dickman) Laakso — Bellingham, WA
<KLKLK>>>>

From: Sandra Licher
To: DEU-LADBERGEN@rootsweb.com
Subject: [DEU-LADBERGEN] genealogy in Ladbergen

Hello: 4/24/2011

My name is Sandra Licher and I'm doing genealogy as a
hobby here in Germany. At the moment | write an article about
emigrants from Ladbergen for the magazin of the genealogy
association | belong to. The next issue of this magazin will be
about Ladbergen and its emigrants.

I've just found this mailing list and thought that this might be
a perfect possibility to connect the genealogists here and there.
I'd like to note some people in my article with the names they
search for and maybe an e-mail address (a kind of query may
be possible, too).

So if anyone is interested, please e-mail me what you like
me to write in this article (queries, little stories, just lists of
searched names etc.) It will be read by many genealogists here
in Germany who search for their ancestors in Ladbergen. We
have just published our first magazin about another town
nearby, and we've sold over 150 copies within the first four
weeks. Here's the first issue of the magazin shown:

http://www.sandralicher.de/index.php/zeitschrift-spurensuche.html

Kind Regards and Auf Wiedersehen! Sandra Licher

Changes & Transitions

In the January 2011 issue of The Towpath, it was
announced that Dennis Dicke had taken over the jobs of
Membership and Treasurer and that the curators, Delores
Stienecker and Joyce Holdren would be ‘resigning’ in
June. Mike Staton has agreed to assume curator duties
and has been working with Delores on this transition.

. ; <LL<>>>>

With this issue, | am announcing that | will no longer
be serving as Editor of The Towpath. Gen Conradi and
Joyce Ruedebusch have been showing interest in
providing articles and | would hope that they will assume
the duties of coordinating and publishing the newsletter in
the future. It is time for someone with a new outlook and

new energy to take over.  Lucille Fra 15% year Editor
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JOYCE & GEN REMEMBER... WIE GEHTS?

We remember “Wie gehts” as a common and usual greeting when
persons in New Bremen met each other. It means “How are you?” and
was frequently used. One of my relatives always said in response, “The
hell with the gates, we jump over the fence.” This was just one of many
German phrases that was often heard in conversations and now are
slipping away. It reminded us of the influence of our German heritage
growing up in our town.

As children we heard both English and German in our households
and in our community. We ate our Kraut (sauerkraut) and Wurst
(sausage) with Kartoffel (potatoes) on the side. We still like our Gritz
once in awhile in spite of our cholesterol levels. Gritz is best with a little
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mol or jelly on a piece of bread.

And speaking of eating, we had three distinct meals each day. We
ate breakfast in the morning, dinner at 12:00 noon and supper at 5:00
p.m. Lunch was served in the evening before the guests went home and
was prefaced with “Let’s have a little lunch now.”

In general we did not have salads or much of the convenience foods
popular today. Corn, peas or green beans were the vegetables served.
We ate meat and potatoes (Toffels to some) and we did not know that
pasta existed until we were older. That Italian (Eye-talian) food was just
way too spicy because the only spices we knew were salt and pepper
and maybe a little cinnamon for our rice cooked in milk and sugar.

The first settlers of New Bremen spoke only German and used that
language in church, school and local government. The next generation
added some English to their German, but spoke primarily German at
home. Letters to family members would be started in English and the
writer would often switch back and forth to German. August Conradi
wrote to his brother Albert about the birth of his first son in May of 1900:
...Dear Brother, | have got a little time now so I will drop a few lines to
you and to let you know that the Ostern Hase (Easter rabbit) brought us
a little baby boy which brought lots of work too...

After W.W.I, English became the primary language in New Bremen
schools but many families continued speaking German at home. Henry
Dicke and Paul Lietz both stated they were not able to speak English
when they started school. Henry Dicke was born in 1911 and Paul Lietz
was born in 1921. For the older people for whom German was still their
primary language, both languages were used in church services and
printed on funeral announcements.

It was not until after W.W.II that English became the primary
language for all to use. Our generation, who grew up in the 1940s and
1950s, heard only bits and pieces of German. It was often used in
greetings to friends. Many adults would switch to German to keep their
children from understanding their conversations.

Some remnants of the German language or colloquialisms are still
evident in New Bremen among the older people. Questions often end in
“not” like the German “nicht”. Also, speakers often add the word “at” at
the end of a sentence such as, “Where are you at?” This is probably a
holdover from the word order in German sentences. As an example,
Joyce Ruedebusch offers this sentence: “She went the stairs up to look
the window out and saw the band tum the corner round. Edythe Conradi
Henschen tells the story about the woman who said she had to “back the
hill down” in her car.

We remember our parents and grandparents telling a story in
German and then saying it was not as funny in English, that the story
would lose something in the translation. Language is an important part
of our history. Some would say we have lost our history with the
changes in our language and town, but we believe that our community is
richer with the knowledge of our ethnic origin and how this has
influenced our growth as a community.

So, Auf Wiedersehen for now.
[Gen Conradi & Joyce Ruedebusch]
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OUR HOME TOWN
Our home town is the best town | know,
I've stood on the side lines and watched it grow;
Within its walls my life I've spent,
I've always been happy and well content.

Our town is noted for thrift and cleanliness, too,
Its cordial welcome attracts quite a few;
It can boast of sons and daughters of fame
Who added much to its fair name...

These are the beginning lines of a poem written by Lina
Taylor Brucken about New Bremen in 1935. (The entire
poem can be found at www.newbremenhistory.org.)

Lina Taylor Brucken is one of the women
standing in front of Schwaberow’s Store

Although the passing years have brought many
changes, the essence of our town in 2011 remains much
like the poem. We still take pride in our thriftiness and
cleanliness and we are proud of our children. We marvel
at our growth and advances in technology. We view life
150 years ago as primitive by our standards today. But
they, too, had seen great achievements within their
lifetimes with the establishment of a new town, a post
office, the opening of the canal and building schools for
the children.

So it goes with each generation. We decided to
research some of the changes seen by the generations of
New Bremen citizens. We begin 150 years ago in 1861.
What would you have noted in that year?

1861
In the fall of 1861, recruiters came to New Bremen to
seek volunteers to fight in the Civil War. The war was
underway and men were paid $400.00 to join the battle.

New Bremen and Ober Bremen (Upper Bremen)
were separate towns divided by the canal. Each town
had its own government, fire department and school.
Johann A. Kuenzel was the Mayor of New Bremen and
F.H.L. Nieter was the Mayor of Ober Bremen. The New
Bremen Town Council minutes, written in German, stated
that meetings were held in individual homes until the
Town Hall and Northern Company fire house was built on
Main Street in 1866. Ober Bremen's Town Hall and Fire
House was located on Front Street.

Town Hall and Fire House on N. Main Street

The streets as well as the main roads were either dirt
or plank roads. A plank road was actually a road covered
with large wooden planks so that it looked very much like
the wooden sidewalks in western movies. There was no
asphalt to pave the roads and without the planks there
was mud.

Horses provided the transportation and the business
district streets were lined with hitching rails and water
troughs. The water needed to be drawn from wells. After
dark, the only light came from coal oil lamps or candles.
Some of the early town minutes noted that meetings
started at “early candle light”.

Marge Lietz points to the last hitching post in New Bremen.
This post was near the Plum Street Bridge
and was removed in the 1970s.

Although the towns were separate they did share one
Post Office which in 1861 was located on North Main
Street. William Schulte was the Postmaster. The mail
would come to town on Post Roads designated by the
government.

The government had designated waterways and
railways to also be Post Roads. If a canal boat captain
had a mail contract the mail bag had to be delivered to
the Postmaster within 2 hours of docking in daylight or 2
hours after sunrise the next day.

The mail that came on the rairoad would be
transferred to one of the hacks or dray wagons that
transported people and materials from the depot in
Botkins ten miles to the east. The six cents per ounce
postage paid only for delivery to the Post Office. There
was no home or rural delivery. Picking up the mail gave
citizens a chance to visit and get local news because no
newspaper was printed in those early years.
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Both New Bremen and Ober Bremen were part of the
German Township School District. This district was
comprised of four schools. The North and West schools
were rural schools. Ober Bremen School was located on
Cherry Street. The New Bremen School was a one room
school on North Franklin Street built in 1846.

Early New Bremen School on N. Franklin Street

Increasing enrollment made it necessary to add
another room before 1861. All of the district's teachers
were men. The schools had no lunch service, no
transportation and no sports program. Families paid for
children's books and school supplies. The high school
was not established until 1878.

1911
If we move ahead 50 years to 1911 we note the
people of New Bremen had also moved ahead through
the adoption of advanced technology. Natural gas and
electricity were available for business and street lighting.
The New Bremen Telephone Company had over 150
patrons and was printing a directory.

Ober Bremen had been annexed to New Bremen and
Otto J. Boesel served as Mayor.

The Ober Bremen Fire Company was renamed the
Cataract Fire Company and relocated to South
Washington Street. The Cataract and Northern Fire
Companies were combined under one Fire Chief and the
authority of the New Bremen Town Council, but they
maintained their own engine houses.

T ——_

Cataract Fire Company on S. Washington Street

The Town Council authorized the purchase of

equipment for both fire companies. The pumper and hose
carts were pulled by hand or horses.

What was modern equipment then would not be
considered modern or protective today. A rubber coat in
the early 1900s cost $4. Today each firefighter has
equipment that costs $1200-$1500. Town Council also
purchased hoses for the companies. This new equipment
made good use of the town water system that was now in

operation.

Even the streets were improved as many were now
paved with locally made bricks. Horses were still used for
transportation but this generation also had other options.
The canal was in operation but doing less business since
the railroad depot on West Monroe St. opened. This
photo shows ladies ready for a train trip.

oL

1.? 2.Maude Ekermeyer 3. Emma (Koenig) Schroer

4. Hilda Huckriede 5.7 6. Irene Ekermeyer

Wilbur and Orville Wright from nearby Dayton, Ohio
made their first flight in an airplane six years earlier. It is
hard to believe that in another 50 years men would be
flying into space.

The system that was just reaching its peak in 1911
was the Western Ohio Railway (WHO) franchise of
interurban cars. The WHO spanned 112% miles. It went
from Lima to Pigqua and had a spur from Wapakoneta to
Celina through St. Marys. Another spur went from St.
Marys to Minster and passed through New Bremen. The
ticket agent in New Bremen was Mr. Schulenberg in his
store on Monroe Street.

, S~
Western Ohio Railway Interurban
at Schulenberg’s Store - 1911

The automobile was just starting production but by
1911 New Bremen did have an automobile
manufacturing company, the Case Motor Company.

Mg [

: s
A 1911 Case Motor Car Made in New Bremen
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A result of Ober Bremen's annexation was the need
for a central school. Union (Central) School was built on
South Franklin Street in 1878. The eight classrooms were
used for both elementary and high school but crowded
conditions made it necessary to add another building on
South Herman Street to house two more classrooms.

Union (Central) School Built in 1878

Women teachers were employed to teach only first
and second grades in the early years. All other teachers
were men. The rural West Side and North Schools plus
the Union School were part of the German Township
School District. The district did not have a lunch service,
and school transportation by school wagon for those
students who lived more than two miles from the nearest
school did not begin until 1915,

However by 1911 school-sponsored baseball and
football teams had been organized. Games were played
at the Tri-County Fairground one mile east of town.

& i e ata . eI T
1911 New Bremen Football Team

The Post Office had been moved to the Koeper
building on South Washington Street and G.C. Gobrecht
was the Postmaster. People still came to pick up their
mail and also the local newspapers. There were two
papers, Der Stern des Westlichen Ohio printed in
German and The New Bremen Sun printed in English.

1961

People remember the “sixties” as a time of great
change. Not only was technology changing but also the
rights and welfare of people. Protests and marches
hammered home the need for change. The nation had
pulled together during the two world wars but now wanted
out of the war business. These changes were well noted
in New Bremen.

This generation of citizens had instant information and
communication with the rest of the world through radio
and television. In 1961 the wireless transistor radio was a
new invention. Lloyd “Pete” Blanke is remembered with
his transistor radio in his shirt pocket listening to his
beloved baseball games. Computers were beginning to
appear but were very primitive compared to today’s
models.

The New Bremen elementary and high school was
a much larger building located on the corner of Plum and
Walnut Streets. The elementary building was added to
the high school in 1956. The addition included the
elementary wing, vocational education classrooms and
school cafeteria.

New Bremen Elementary & High School 1961

Union (Central) School was sold and demolished.

Both the North and West Side schools had been closed

and all rural students were transported by school buses.

Sports programs were available for boys. In the sixties

there was no football team but the basketball team
played in the state basketball tournament.

The village of New Bremen and German Township
combined their fire protection service in 1961. The
department then became known as the New Bremen -
German Township Fire Department. The department was
housed in the Cataract fire house on South Washington
Street which had been remodeled to accommodate
motorized equipment. The upper floor of this building
housed the Town Hall. The Mayor of New Bremen in
1961 was Lloyd Laut.

On Main Street the old town hall and Northern Fire
House had been demolished and the Post Office building
occupied that site in 1961. The Postmaster was Herman
Laut. Mail was delivered by postal carriers six days a
week. Village mail delivery started in 1923. Rural delivery
began earlier and the requirement to be a rural carrier
was to own a carriage and two horses.

The final edition of the New Bremen Sun newspaper
was published in 1961. The paper had been published
weekly since 1888. The German paper, Der Stern des
Westlichen Ohio was the original local paper published
from 1874 until 1923. During those years German was
the primary language for the majority of New Bremen's
citizens. The archives of these papers, available at the
local library are still valuable for historical research.

This article highlights just a few of the many
developments that have led to the New Bremen we know
in 2011 as our Home Town. The poem quoted above
ends with these lines:

Let us boost our Home Town as the years go by
And help to keep her standards high
So for her let us give three cheers
May they echo down throughout the years.
[By Joyce Ruedebusch & Genevieve Conradi]
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Home of Don & Sue Kettler, Lock Two - 2011

This house on Lock Two Road has a notable history
that spans 100 years. The Kettler family had the house
built and it has housed five generations of the family.
Today it is the home of Don and Sue (McNutt) Kettler.

They are fortunate to have a written history of the
house from Mary (Sanders) Kettler, Don's mother. She
kept meticulous records of all the family history that fill
several albums.

Don & Sue Kettler looking at Family Albums

Included in these albums is the information about the
house and also family members such as Don’s great-
grandfather, Jesse Hudson, who served in the Civil War.
Mary’s records were passed on to this generation and
Don and Sue have made family history books for their
children. Don and Sue are the parents of three children:
Scott, David and Becky.

When we visited with Don and Sue they were kind
enough to share this history.

The Kettler family came from Prussia in 1841 and
settled on farmland north of New Bremen on the New
Bremen-New Knoxville Road just east of the Miami & Erie
Canal near Lock Three. Christian Wilhelm Kettler, the
father of Christian Frederick, died in 1849 at the age of
48 years.

Elizabeth & Christian Frederick Kettler
Great-grandparents of Don Kettler

Ryrandre Kettlers s, ;1

Kettler Sawmill near Lock Three

The family also ran a sawmill at this location. It was
from this sawmill that the lumber came for the new house
to be built in the town of Lock Two (Schleusen Zwei), also
known as New Paris. The contractor for the house was
Julius Dickmann. The framing was done with rough-
hewn lumber held together with wooden pegs.

The original house had four rooms downstairs and
three rooms on the second floor. These pictures show
the house and the changes that have occurred over the

Kettler House (tintype picture)
The Kettlers pictured are August, Bill, John, Emil,
Christian Frederick, his wife Elizabeth, and Ben
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